
 Fall 2019 
Greetings Alumni and Friends, 

We would like to share with you two testimonies, one from a past student and one from a current student 
at Union Springs Academy. We hope these stories bless you and stir your heart to help us continue the 
vital mission here at USA. 

Where would I be had I not gone to USA? 
At Union Springs Academy I learned about Jesus and His love. Even though at the time I did not take it seriously, I 
still remembered it. And when the time came, when I had tried everything else to be whole and happy and had failed, 
when Jesus reached out to me; all those sermons, lessons, stories of God and who He is, came back to me. I’m happy, 
whole and free because I went to Union Springs Academy and learned about 
Jesus. 

       I also met my future wife. I am blessed to be married to someone that is not only 
my wife but my friend. We’ve laughed together, cried together, lived together 
for close to 30 years at the time of this writing. When I’m down, she lifts me up, 
when she’s down, I’m there for her. She is who she is because of her love for 
God and who He is in her life. God blessed me with the tremendous gift of a 
Godly wife. Thank you, Lord! 

What would my life look like had I not attended USA? What would my life be like without Jesus Christ in it? What 
would my life look like not being married to my best friend? 

Thinking back, I realize had it not been for the help of people like you, I wouldn’t be where I am today.  My mother 
couldn’t afford to send me to an Adventist academy on her own.  I know now that how much we give has an impact 
on young people who come through our doors to receive a Christian education.   USA became my safe haven and 
gave me the stability I needed in my life, leading me to Christ.  

Your support makes an incredible difference in the lives of young people who need and desire to come to Union 
Springs Academy.   Thank you for helping to give students a chance to find wholeness and happiness in this world 
and into eternity.     

With Gratitude, 

Miguel Crespo ‘87 
New York Conference President 



Students like Daniel need your financial support to continue the mission of Union Springs Academy, which is 
providing Christian education to our youth. Without your help, we would struggle to fulfill God’s mission. You are 
the backbone of our school!  Every gift, no matter the size, is important and appreciated.  Make your tax deductible 
year-end gift today by using the enclosed gift envelope or by giving a secure gift on our website at 
unionspringsacademy.org. 
 
 
 
Hilde Barrera         Janica Caster 
CEO/Principal        VP Advancement/Recruiting  
	

 

            How God led me to Union Springs Academy 
 I grew up in Lynn, Massachusetts, an urban suburb of Boston. Lynne was a rough city filled with 
many gangs and unsafe neighborhoods, but it was still home to me. I attended public school until 
5th grade when my mom made the decision for my brother and I to go to Greater Boston 
Academy(GBA) where she had once attended. She wanted us to experience the difference of a 
Christian education so she made sacrifices for us to go.  

 
 

At Greater Boston Academy, I immediately noticed the positive Christian atmosphere. The teachers 
and my classmates quickly became my family, and I grew to love GBA for the next seven years. 
Then last year we got the devastating news that GBA would no longer be offering a high school 

program.  All my dreams to graduate with my closest friends suddenly went out the window.    
 
 
 

It was about this time that our school got a visit from Union Springs Academy.  They welcomed us to continue our 
Christian education at USA and told us all about the program offered.  I was very impressed with USA, but my interest 
somewhat faded when I realized it was almost six hours away from home.  I looked at some local Christian schools, 
but due to costs, we ended up enrolling in the local high school.  Starting my senior year with about 700 other students, 
I felt lost and emotionally drained. I immediately noticed the lack of the presence of God compared to the worships 
every morning at GBA and the ability to talk freely about God with my teachers and friends.   
 
 
 

While school-supply shopping about two weeks into the school year, my mom ran into Elder Gilkeson, the Union 
Education Superintendent. After discovering we were going to the local high school, he asked why we didn’t try USA? 
My mom shared that she was interested in the Academy but just couldn’t afford to make it happen for my brother and 
me.   He made some calls to the school right there in the store and helped to arrange a visit to the Academy the next 
day.  
 
 

After meeting faculty and students from USA, I felt a call from God that this might be the school where I should be, 
yet I felt like Jonah, as I still really didn’t want to leave my home.  Once I visited the school, even though the campus 
was beautiful and the staff and students were friendly and real, it was still a struggle for me to really want to be “all 
in” right away.  After many prayers and God working a miracle for the finances out, we made the decision to enroll 
at USA by the end of the weekend! I now believe from this experience that God puts people in our path to help lead 
His children closer to Him.  
 
 
 

Now that I am settled here at USA, I am so grateful I came. I truly have fallen in love with this school! It’s crazy how 
after such a short period of time I feel completely comfortable and at home here! I feel being here has given me the 
opportunity to be the person God wants me to be.  It has given me the push to step up to be a spiritual leader. I have 
been asked to get involved with leading worship, encouraging students who are troubled and praying at chapel. I 
recently just recently started a Bible study group in the boys’ dorm.  
 
 
 

Through the chasm of uncertainty throughout my life, I’ve held God’s hand.  He has brought me to where I need to 
be. I trust He will take me where I need to go in my future. I am so thankful for all the support, both spiritually and 
financially and for those who have sacrificed for me to be here at USA. 
 
With a grateful heart,	 
 
 
Daniel Arriola ’20     

  


