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August 5, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 
 
Thank you for your patience. Along with you, we had been waiting to receive guidance from the 
New York State Education Department, the State Office of Religious and Independent Schools, 
and the New York State Department of Health so that we would know what information to pass 
along to you. 
 
The most important item:  YES, we are planning on school reopening. 
 
Registration Completion: Friday, August 21, 2020 and Sunday, August 23, 2020. 
 Things to be completed by the Thursday (8/20) before registration: 
• Please call Pastor Schiavenin (315-889-7314) to work out your financial plan. 
• Please call Mrs. Crittenden (315-889-7314) to work out your classes. 
These are two of the areas that take up the most time and having them taken care of will make 
your return much smoother. 
 
An Appointment time must be made for Registration and Move-in. Please call Mrs. 
Crittenden (315-889-7314) to set up your appointment.  Appointments will begin at 8:30 am. 
 
We ask that only one adult accompany each student for registration. 
 
Face Coverings: Each student needs to supply their own face coverings. It is recommended 
that each student bring 4-6 face coverings that can be laundered. Face coverings will be worn 
throughout most of the day, especially when 6 foot separation cannot be maintained. The details 
of how, when, and where face coverings will be worn will be given during student orientation. 
 
Covid-19 Testing: Students are to have a COVID-19 test as close to registration as possible. 
The recommendation is within 4 days. However, with turnover now at 5-7 days, that is difficult. 
Students must arrive with documentation of a negative COVID-19 test or documentation of a 
positive antibody test. At this time, we do not have the capability to house quarantined students 
who come without documentation. 
 
Calendar Changes: With COVID-19 still ravaging our nation, many residential (boarding) 
schools (high schools, colleges, universities) are having their students remain on campus from 
the beginning of school until the Thanksgiving/Christmas break (November 23, 2020 - January 
3, 2021). We plan to do the same. That means that there will be NO HOME LEAVES between 
the beginning of school until the Thanksgiving break. Semester Final Exams will be given right 
before the Thanksgiving break. There is the possibility of two weeks of online classes after the 
Thanksgiving break before the Christmas break begins. Stay tuned for more information. 
 



Visitors: Since the students, faculty, and staff will have been together for several weeks, after 
we come back from Outdoor School at Camp Cherokee (September 8 - 12, 2020, it may be 
possible to have a visit by one parent/guardian at a time with physical distancing. By this time, 
the campus will have achieved a cohort/family condition. Visitors would need to maintain 
physical distancing. Visits would need to be brief. Students will not be able to leave the campus 
with visitors. 
 
Schedule Change: The beginning of worship is pushed back to 8:30 am. The timing of all other 
activities will flow from there. 
• with 6’ spacing, not all students will receive in-class instruction every day. 
• there will be “A” and “B” sections that will alternate being in the classroom. 
• while “A” is in the classroom, “B” will be online in their dorm room. 
• the next day would be switched. 
• we are anticipating being able to have choir, however, it will be a smaller choir due to spacing 

requirements. 
• at this time, we do not know if we can have band. 
• there is a possibility that we MAY be able to have interscholastic soccer this fall. 
 
Precautions: 
• students, faculty, and staff will have temperatures taken twice daily. 
• all will answer a health questionnaire daily. 
• those exhibiting COVID-like symptoms will be quarantined. 
• parents will be notified that the student needs to be picked up, return home, and be tested for 

COVID-19. 
• the student may return to campus upon documentation of a negative COVID-19 test. 
• the student may continue classes online while at home. 
• desks and door fittings will be disinfected between classes. 
• bathrooms will be sanitized daily. 
• hand sanitizer will be available at all entryways and at each classroom. 
• to achieve physical distancing, meals will be served in two shifts. 
 
These are trying times. We will do our best to keep everyone safe while on campus. We are 
proceeding, confident in the belief that this is God’s school and that He has all of us - students, 
parents, and staff - in His loving and protective Hand. Union Springs Academy wishes to 
continue to be a haven for our students, and we look forward to seeing each one in a few 
weeks. 
 

God bless, 
 

 
Frederick M Burghardt 
Principal 

 


